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NEws German scientists asked
to drop tobacco funds
Funding recipients insist they're above board

[Pubtished 3rd January 2006 11:31 A ̂  GMT]

The lead author of a study allegrag that the tobacco industry

"enjoys a staggering rmount of influence'r amoDg ieading
German scientists has called on scie,trtific institutions.

"universities, and other research organizations in Germany to
researchers from accepting tobacco industry money. However,
scientists who accqrted tobacco funds argue that the money had
no influence on theirwork

The study, recently published in the American Journal of Public
Healttr, focuses on tobacco indusbry firnding from the 1970s
tbrough the 1990s. Lead autlor Thilo Gnlning, visiting research
feilow at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
toldThe Scientistthathe believes the tobacco induslry is still
funding scientists, a practice he describes as a "white coat
stategy" designed to gain influence with influential peopie.

"Scientists that take money from the tobacco industry lose their
independence, and this always creates biasetl and distorted
science," he said.

Martina P6tschke-Langer, head of the Gennan Cancer Research
Cente/s Unit Cancer Prevention in Heidelberg and the World
Health Organization's Collaborating Center for Tobacco Control
told The Scientist thatGermany is the largest nation in the
European Union with nearly 20 million cigarette smokers, and
has historically been a prime target for tobacco industry research
funding. "There is no doubt that the tobacco indusdy is stiil
funding German scientists," she said.

As an example, Grfining mentioned Rainer K. Silbereisen, a
psychologist at the University of Jena who is president of the
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Intemational society for the study of Behavioural Development
(ISSBD). silbereisen's curricurr:m vitae on his personar web sit
lists tunding in 2003 from philip Moris GmbH.

In an interview with rhe scientist,silbereisen said that philip
Morris hadprovided 60,000 euros in funding, emphasizing that
the research was for "implernentation ancr evaluation of a life-
skills program for the prevention of substance misuse in children
and adolescents."

He added that he disagreed with ffining's belief that researchen
who accept tobacco industry firodiog are no longer impartial
scientists, and noted that nearly all research funding comes from
third parties, including the military industry and breryeries, and
indirectly from taxpayers.

The VdC, Germany's cigarette iodost y hade organization, did
not respond to requests for commenl

Gnining said his shrdy is based mainly on documents the tobaccr
industry was forced to release after 199g court rulings. "There is
no reason to believe this (tobacco industry funding) has changed

- since the 1990s, Gr[ning said. However, he said that following
fhis money is more difficult, since the industry has changed how
it communicates, and important documents no longer end up on
the Internel

Gnining said that he also would rike to see German research
f*diog adopt rules thatwourd refuse co-funding to scientist in
recerpt of tobacco industy funds. The German Research
Foundation (DFG), Germany's largest disburser ofpublic
research firnds, currently does not exclude sciendsts who recei'e
tobacco industry fuodiog.

In his AJPH article, Gnining also nemed Helgo Magnussen,
medical director of the Grosshansdorf Hospital Center for
Pneumonia-ology and Thora:r Surgery near Hamburg who
received approximately 260,000 euros for research from the vd(
from 1989 tbrough 1993.

In an interview with Ihe Scientist,Magnussen said he had not
accepted tobacco industry money since 1993, adding that he felt
it was unfaii to have to answer questions 12 years rater. "That is
old history," he said. "I am surpriaed I have to answer these
questions agein."

He said that he had always upheld his scientific integnty and hac
never felt pressure from the tobacco firnding- Howe.fer, he noted
that he "cen't argue against" the theory that the tobacco indusby
may have had large influence with some Geraean scientists.
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Magnussen also said that he would now refuse any offer of
funding from the tobacco indus!ry, despite accepting it in the
past. "Smoking is a veryharmful thing," he said.
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